[F] [Rabban Gamaliel] said to him, “Stand on your feet, and let 
them bear witness against you.” And Rabban Gamaliel sat and 
expounded, and R. Joshua remained standing, until all the 
people shouted at him and said to R. Huspit, the Meturgeman, 
“Dismiss the assembly!” 


[G] They said to R. Zenun the Hazzan, “Say....” They began to 
speak. All the people stood on their feet and said to him 
[Gamaliel], “*For upon whom has not come your unceasing 
evil?” (Neh. 3:19)? 


[H] Immediately they went and appointed R. Eleazar b. Azariah to 
the Academy. 


[I] He was sixteen years old, and all his hair turned gray. 


[J] R. Agiba was sitting sorrowfully and saying, “Not that he is 
more learned than he, but he is of more illustrious parentage 
than he. Happy the man whose fathers have gained him merit! 
Happy the man who has a peg [upon whom] to hang!” 


[K] And what was R. Eleazar b. Azariah’s peg? He was the 
tenth [generation] in descent from Ezra. 


[L] And how many benches were there? R. Jacob b. Sisi said, 
“There were eighty benches there, of students, besides 
those standing behind the fence.” R. Yosé b. R. Abun said, 
“There were 300 besides those standing behind the fence.” 


[M] [This is the reference of| what we learn elsewhere: 
“On the day they seated R. Eleazar b. Azariah in the 
Academy” [M. Zeb. 1:3, M. Yad. 3:534:2]. 


[N] We learn elsewhere: “This is an exegesis of Scripture 
which R. Eleazar b. Azariah expounded before the 
Sages at the Vineyard in Yabneh” [M. Ket. 4:6]. But 
was there a vineyard there? Rather, these are the 
students who were arranged in rows, as in a vineyard. 


[O] Rabban Gamaliel immediately went to the home of each 
person to appease him. 


[P] He came to R. Joshua; he found him [sitting] making 
needles. He said to him, “Are these how you make your 
living?” He said, “And are you just now trying to find out? 
Woe to the generation of which you are the steward.” 


[Q] Rabban Gamaliel said to him, “I submit to you.” 


